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About the monument commemorating natural disasters in the Aso caldera region

Nanami MORI, Ryusuke KASUGA and Atsushi TAKEDA

The Geospatial Information Authority of Japan defines stone monuments and memorials inscribed with
records of past natural disasters as "natural disaster memorials" and is working to include them on maps.
Currently, the Aso Caldera region includes a memorial for the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, but in reality,
many other memorials exist. The purposes of their construction include commemorating victims, celebrat-
ing recovery from disasters, commemorating industrial and social infrastructure development, and record-
ing other accidents and historical events. Many commemorate victims and recovery, but they also play an
important role as records of the history of regional infrastructure development, regional history, and acci-
dents, along with records of industrial and social infrastructure development, floods and landslides. Natural
disaster memorials are valuable assets that convey records of diverse disasters and regional history, and
future challenges include understanding their content and distribution, and utilizing them for disaster pre-
vention measures, long-term memory transmission, and disaster prevention education.
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